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NEWSLETTE:

WHAT’S NEW FROM
TAMIL NADU ?

It doesn't take

PU!!F much to make

n some people
Laugh, and the world laughs with you; A ha PPY

Weep, and you weep alone.

For the sad old earth must borrow it's mirth,
But has trouble enough of its own.

Sing, and the hills will answer;

Sigh, it is lost on the air.

The echoes bound to a joyful sound,

But shrink from voicing care.

Rejoice, and men will seek you;

Grieve, and they turn and go.

They want full measure of all your pleasure,
But they do not need your woe.

Be giad, and your friends are many;

Be sad, and you lose them all,

There are none to decline your nectared wine,
But alone you must drink life's gall.

Feast, and your halls are crowded;
Fast, and the world goes by.

Succeed and give, and it helps you live,
But no man can help you die.

There is room in the halls of pleasure
For a long and lordly train,

But one by one we must all file on

Through the narrow aisles of pain.
Efa Wheaeler Wicox

Find out why these girls are so happy, see back page >>
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T f the atmét» do they ?

Sathya (13) lost her father, she was brought up in
her uncle’s house, however, she
could not bear the bad treatment
of her aunt. She ran away and
ended up in the Salem new bus
stand, before being found and

Some of their stories are amazing. taken to Amala Anbu Karangal.

Take this little family of Kanaga (15),
Bhuvaneswari (14), Karthiga (10) and
Aiswarya (6). Their mother committed suicide,
father died of a viral infection, but was indebted
to a landlord. The landlord wanted the girls to be
under his custody to clear the debt. Kanaga worked
for the landlord for some time ; finally a social worker
heard of the situation and took them away. All are
now in Amala Anbu Karangal, happy and cared for -
no more forced work | They can at last be children.

| R ... th just a few of th
And here are a few more stories these are just a few of the many

stories, some are much worse than
simple poverty or abandonment ; so

Shenbagam (10) lost her
father and her mother is
a rag picker who lived
under a bridge.
Unfortunately she was L
. unable to feed Shenbagam [
. who luckily was brought
to the Shelter.

This is Laksahmi (13), she was one of the first two where do you stop, we feel these few
girls to come to Amala Anbu Karangal, her father died  tales give you some idea as to what is
at an early age with AIDS, she was then taken care of behind this project.
by her mother, but she deserted her when she got It is giving a life back to children who
remarried. She lived for a time in a bus stand in Salem. really didn’t know what one was.

If you would like to sponsor
anfv of these children, please
ook on our web site, since
some of their names and
details about them are there
for you to read - more will be ) .
‘ added as time goes by. CHILD AID UK

Punitha (12) has no mother, her father married another
woman. Later her father was affected with AIDS, she was
illtreated by her stepmother, but was found and started a
new life in Amala Anbu Karangal.
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A little more information about this project
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parents, negligence of their parents, alcoholism and immoral 4 PAKISTAN
behaviour of their parents. Poverty is the prime cause for the
deprivation of these children who many run away from their
families and live alone in another area.
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which leads them into rag picking, begging and robbery for g e | .:':i::‘:p"'. - c‘r:w

survival. None go to school and most are drop outs before they NasKiks Gad:p :' C""tﬂgs/( =

complete even primary school. In the Salem area alone the Mumbai(Bombayly |02 .’,‘,,’g:{ s vy

hostel is in contact with more than 600 of these children. ‘an Sea wisnn i -°"" b lskhopeinism [J
i Jayawald

Neither the parents or the child can be blamed for the situation ellore Andaman

that develops, often the parents have to work for incredibly & yChennai (Madrads) (o)

long hours to keep even themselves alive ; home life is non- WA, sl c:;: :'r:" So where (s

existent and if the children have relatives, most relatives do ame is Salem ? f

not want girls to live with them since they are a responsibility, p SN e Islands *

so the children end up on the streets.

It is, of course, hard to believe that all
The problems of girls in this situation are enormous. They the girls pictured on this double page
face sexual abuse and exploitation. They are often trafficked ;s were once living on the Streets. Yes,
to unknown places to work as domestic help, baby sitting SN they look well clothed and happy - and
and to do all sorts of menial work and when no longer required, %ﬁﬁf theyszrn‘:étzﬁ ?ﬁ'ﬁ%;m%::riﬂsrsgitgﬁ:&
back to the streets . The life of a street girl is something no o T past shu? SRR s e e re

one should allow for a child, hence - the centre for girls in Child Aid is trying to help to keep it this way !
difficult circumstances and Child Aid’s intent to help.




From the girls at Makkiyad
- a big 1'hr.mk you .. why ?

1‘ The “kick™ for these girls was
3 to de their homework, don't
believe it | You have to
~ believe it | Itis true,
: they liked school so much
that homewark for them
is a relaxation, but it was not
easy, they had to do it by
.1 candlelight and that was no
= joke - so we helped them a
little and bought them a solar
~ panel o that they could have
uninterrupted electricity.

We know you want to help, and
most certainly you do with your
sponsorship monies.
However, some of you over the
years have helped even more with a
small gift at Christmas, or at your
child's birthday
We do not want to ask you to
stop doing this but would ask
you to think seriously ; many of the

HﬂvE YDI_I evernr Wﬂnder‘ed whﬂ‘l' items you buy can be purchased far

ST % cheaper in India - no, our children
‘) cannot buy them, first they do not
01. he r Peop Ie dﬂ fﬂr‘ kl CkS . have the money and second, they
do not live in a major town, so
what you do for them is very
much appreciatad

... Well, Jim Ewan, one
of Child Aid's supporters
decided that he wanted
to tackle the Sahara
Marathon, already
having done a number
of Marathons, none the
least of which being
thirty half-marathons in
thirty consequetive days,
he felt that the time was
right for the BIG one. He
sunvived to tell the tale ;
foot sore, weary and

However,
what we are trying to say is, think
how much your gift costs, tell us
what you would like to provide and et
us buy it for you in India.
We know there 15 always some fun
in finding a gift for your child,
but if we tell you
that last year we estimated that all
the gifts sent would have cost our
i ¥ sponsors, some £ 70 but the
:ih:rrégnllz*:ir:;ﬁ:rany : il cost to E.E-_rtl:f it ta India was £ 180 ,
Marathon ... at least until he can find one in a Jungle ! As you can see, Jim you Wil Seewhial we iTrenl.
gave Child Aid a little PR, we supplied the T-Shirt, all Jim had to do was
run a few miles in delightful sunny weather ! Jim is a professional speaker
and now, of course, he has a tale to tell ; discarding some of the equipment

£ 5 at Christmas will buy your child
a year's wardrobe ; £ 10 and the

; 5 4 child would have a marvellous time
he had to carry - to make his load lighter - he threw away his Passpon, and a new wardrabe. £ 35 would

thank goodness they didn't want to keep h|m in Maroeco. buy a bicycle that in the UK would

cost upwards of £ 180 and it would
be as good as in the UK.
And for your child it would
ba like buying him a car
if he, or she, were living
in our country.

1t must

. have So you can see, a little
. beefiok the] . . really does go a long
\ starf of the] =4 E‘h!l laughiy way in India.
: T * race, al gcause he has .
- e smiles ound 'some shade | _

Child Aid UK, 1 Virginia Place, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 1AE

Telephone & Fax ; 0044(0)1932 588880 e-mail 1 childaid@btinternat.com
Web site : wwow.childaid.org.uk please look at our web site




It is only a start, but having
completed plus 2, there was no
where to go.

is designed to help in such
circumstances.

But until Child Aid stepped in
'these children couldn’t complete __ _
‘their course ; they needed __ "-~"% o ~ A pr
‘essential Eqmpment and ﬁ O
All 43 teenagers have VEs
now completed
their course,
received their
certificates and
are in line for
a worthwhile
job opportunity.

Sheila

dertake an Engineering.
agreeghowever, thanks to
Jack, Stewart and
ram was realised.
is third yez
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