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WHAT’S NEW FROM TAMIL NADU ?

(T (S OPEN

and working ...

At last our primary school serving the villages
arcund Mazhavankarunai is up and ruaning,
it was opencd on 12th February 2IM3 and
the first children took to their desks on the

Monday following. There are

five classrooms each being :
able to aceommiodate

20725 children, well

over 100 children can

now benefif from this
excellent mew school.
Special thanks musi

be given to all ithose

whe have contribmnted §
Downsend Junior )
School whohelped us §

| im i

uniforms. :
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-
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Much more than
opening a school

Trustees, Tony Barron and
David Prvke in the opening

[ 3 PrOCEssion, & Very imporiamnl

day for the villages and all
thre villagers, with everyone

fimery’ ...
heing A
welcomed Y
by two of ll
the new
tenchers
at the
school in
their

s ol

put the foundations
in place. The Penny
Parkes School of ' I_ = =
Dancing, The Surrey “.F F
Academy of Ballet, i
The Janie Harrls This special plague
School of n.m was made l-:iTurhEIrhq &
The Fellowship of dispinred prasincuity. |
q-t lﬂh s Trust, and Child Aid and all the |
ny individuals, l'l.'E‘Jﬁl from our domnors
P'Illﬂlnt of DHM I mot be forgoiien |
and our Trostees =
:i: bought the land,
coun thess ]:iiph
M 'ﬂ"m.f:rh Evervone was there for the
illng -y opening, the Bishop of Vellore
4 Thank You. ‘blessed the school, Trusiees
o Tony Barron and David Pryke -

who opened the school, as (oo
Michael Dyver from the St.John's

o™ I Trust - und local Mission Father,
FI' Fr Pathrose, who convinced Child Aid Uh the need for the school and also local

GHELD ATD ¢ Tamil Nadu State govermment officials were present. Big project, small Charity.



A College of Nursing

a career opportunity so many young girls would like
. We thought we should tell you about a new project we have
anderway ; although our main activity is sponsoring children 1o i s

#go to school who, almost certainly, would not be able to complete

their full studies without the necessary help 1o keep them in
school, but even at the end of their study, jobs are hard 10
come by, nene more so for reasonably well educated young dalit
girls, they start below the rungs of the career opportunity ladder.
Many such young girls, when they have completed their senior '
school studies, would like 1o become nurses. !
Without someone paying for this study, the chances
of a young girl"s dream will rarely be realised ; study is not
expensive by Western standards, but it is well bevond the
reach of young dalit girls. On top of this, the rural villages
m which we work, need nurses, a well qualified nurse
serving the community is "gold dust” ... so0, this is what our
nexl project is all about and 10 help us on our way, we have
been left by a Hindu lady, an old building standing in a large
area Lo convert to a Nurses Teaching College. It is a big project,
s0 we do not see it something our everyday sponsor can help
us with, so we shall need to wlk with large International funding
organisations ... but, when the college is up-and-running, to
sponsor & nurse might not be beyond some of us ... if you might be [
interested tell us for future reference ... don't worry, we are a good
¢ightéen months away yet from asking ...

These girls all might be doing others things in a vear,
but wouldn’t it be nice if they could became nurses
and help some of their own village people.
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But this is what we have to convert first, otherwise there
is no opportunity for these girls to become nurses,
like those shown.



This page gives you a feel of what
rural (ndia is all about

All these people live in the small

hut { or some might say cotiage " )
to the rear of the picture. To the

right of the doorway is the kitchen ™ <7
and cooking area. The walls and o b=
the roof see to it that the cottage ™ — =
is digtinctly airconditioned "
The little boy in the
foreground, SRIDHA R, MEE g
thanks to one of you, '
he will now have an

education.

This man is a dalit washerman,
he washes the clothes and then
irons them. Nofe fifs iron in the
picture below | the body of the
irom iz full up with ot coals.
The little boy in the picture

is SASIKUMAR,

due to your spon sorship

he is now going “hool -

andf lovimg i

FAT[II'HA is the litthe girl in the centre
of the Group standing in front of our
vehicle. She is one of our sponsored
children and lives in o "cottage’ ina
smull village square. She tries to do ber
homework in her “cottage - but last vear
this was impossible. For three vears
Tamil Nadu really hasn't had any rain,
then one day a freak cloudburst and
Fathima, and her family, no longer

had a eortage. Over the three years
without rain the mud walls of her
‘cottage’ had dried out, the clondbursi
simply washed away their home.

No problem, all vou do in Southern India
is re-build it ... but of course while vou
do you don't earn ... and it isn't an
aftermoon’s job to rebuild vour home,
Tough, but that’s life.

This litthe girl VANA ROJA , is
another sponsored child, she so
much wanted to go to school
that she was prepared o walk,
barefoot { but that®s not & hard-
ship for Indian children you
might say ), some 18 Kms daily
to school. But add to harefeet,
an average temperature of
between 35 to 404+ degrees C
and vou will see how delighted
she was when her sponsor

H“ th-ese S'lones arE not unus“al purchased for her a bicycle !




What's so special about :
SE i i6-Belien. 2 - and this School
roof 2

The village where this primary school
is, Madurapattu, has not had rain for
almaost three years - but they have had

'!u:lmnt ing ul'ee mndut but immensely

ﬁnﬁnﬂwh children. Some of i:hiklrel had schoaol
uniforms, some didn’t - now they all have school uniforms.

With -ﬂﬂl I Child Aid
So, does Sponsorship work ? can n:w at I::: r;':t?nur in :l;r o
take a closer look at some then” and "now’ children ... unﬂwc:nnamnﬁutnmvﬂ

. and another roofl has been r#lﬂlt
an vld peoples home, kindly assisted by

another sponsor,

... and the answer ?
Certainly more confident ...

. But now, they ... allmkrmm
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